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BCSEM NEWSLETTER ARTICLE, SPRING, 2026
“ANOTHER EXCITING YEAR AHEAD FOR BCSEM”

By John Darin, President, BCSEM

We are all looking forward to another exciting year of growth, net-
working, and camaraderie amongst our Beautification Council of
Southeastern Michigan member cities, townships, villages, garden clubs, and individuals!
We’re starting to see the end of seasonably cold winter weather, and a temperature rise into
the 50’s and 60’s. That’s a very welcome move on the part of Mother Nature! A rise in am-
bient temperature is very exciting because it triggers hormonal and emotional responses in all
of us to start to Think Spring, and to start planning our planting and gardening adventures for
this upcoming year.

BCSEM will again be co-hosting the annual “Celebrate Spring!” Quarterly Meeting Program
with our partner Keep Michigan Beautiful this year. The date this year is Wednesday, April
8,2026. It will be held again at The Gazebo Banquet Center, 31104 Mound Road, Warren, a
really excellent venue. And, our Quartedy Meeting registration fees still remain the same at
only $20! And, it’s all tax deductible because BCSEM and KMB are both tax-exempt
non-profit organizations! Our partnership with KMB in co-hosting this event has come a
long way since 2018, our inaugural co-hosted year. Prior to 2018, both organizations hosted
their own Spring membership educational programs in the metro Detroit area. In terms of
efficiency and program attendance, it made sense to combine our efforts into one fantastic
program, drawing attendance through both organizations. And it has worked! The programs
were cancelled in 2020 and 2021 due to COVID, but they have come back even stronger.
The upcoming 2026 “Celebrate Spring!” Program features WXYZ’s Emmy Award-Winning
Journalist Carolyn Clifford as our Mistress of Ceremony! Featured Speakers are Marc Pasco
from the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy, and Kris Johns, from Beautify Burton. You won’t
want to miss this one! More information can be found in this Newsletter. And many thanks
to Beverly Smith, KMB President, for all of her hard work organizing this Program! See you
all there!

And let’s not forget to plan on attending our other 2026 BCSEM Quarterly Meetings! We’re
very excited about these upcoming events! Mailings and announcements to follow on each:
Summer Quarterly Meeting - Thursday, June 18, 2026, City of Fraser, Hosted by the Fra-
ser First Booster Club & Hanover Grove Cooperative, 9:30 am — 2:00 pm.
Fall Quarterly Meeting - Thursday, September 17", HOST CITY/CITIES UR-
GENTLY NEEDED! Stat! To inquire regarding hosting, please contact Pat
Deck, BCSEM Quarterly Meeting Coordinator at larryandpatdeck@gmail.com .
Winter Quarterly Meeting - Thursday, December 10, 2026, City of Grosse Pointe Park,
Details Forthcoming.

Thank you ALL again for your partnerships, for your collective efforts in beautifying your
communities, and for your stewardship of our precious environment. Think Spring! Happy
Gardening!
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AV Beautification Council of Southeastern Mjchigan
Cordially invite you to attend our

Annual Celebrate Spring Luncl\eon
_and Kick-Off to
B Michigan Clean-Up Days
BCSEM, April 1st - May 31st
"\'f"“f"‘:""-""-f’t:’“ v B Wednesday, April 8, 2026
O 10:00am - 2:00pm
Gazebo Banquet Center
31104 Mound Rd. » Warren, MI 48092

Mistress of Ceremony, WXYZ Emmy Award Winning Journalist, Carolyn Clifford

Featured Speakers:
Marc Pasco, Manager Public Relations, Detroit Riverfront Conservancy and

Kris Johns, Program Manager, Beautify Burton.

Enjoy a buffet lunch, KMB's Famous Paper Bag Raffle and mix and
mingle with beautification commissions, garden clubs, and members of KMB and BCSEM.

----------- Registration: $25.00 per person - Table Seats 8 - - - - - - - - -
Organization Name
Contact Person Phone#
Guests Names:
1 Z
3 4,
5. 6.
l 8

Checkenclosed ____ Credit Card ____ QR Code- Scan and pay online

Name on Credit Card
Credit Card Number Amount §
Exp. Date 3-digit Security Code Zip code

‘E] For more information, contact;

it Beverly Smith, KMB President (313) 268-3523

Check Payable to: Keep Michigan Beautiful, Inc.

Mail to: PO. Box 21484 - 20501 Livernois Ave. - Detroit, Ml 48221




HOST COMMUNITY NEEDED FOR BCSEM
SEPTEMBER, 2026 FALL QUARTERLY MEETING!

BCSEM is in urgent need of a community willing to host (or co-host?) our September, 2026
Fall Quarterly Meeting!

The planned meeting date is 6 months away, so we need to move quickly!

BCSEM leadership stands ready to assist you, as the meeting host, to pull this off in a fantas-
tic manner. You may want to solicit one or more neighboring communities to assist you and
co-host this program. We have host duties & instructions ready for you, program templates
set up to make this a turnkey program, and, best of all, it can be very BUDGET NEUTRAL!

Be confident. Be courageous. Volunteer your community to host the September, 2026
BCSEM Fall Quarterly Meeting. Let’s see your community’s name in the lights!

Please contact Pat Deck, BCSEM Quarterly Meeting Coordinator,
at larryandpatdeck@gmail.com.

Claycombs Receive Grand Award

Lillian and Joseph Jr. Claycomb received honors for their

combined 103 years of volunteer work for the city of St. Clair -N/ercwuu§e§!mNHQIE§zm —
Shores on January 17™ at the city’s 75" Diamond Jubilee. 3 0
They were given a new ward named for them called the Clay-
comb Civic Service Award. Major Kip Walby stated that year | NN
after year, the Claycombs put in effort that kept the Shores op-
erating at peak level. He said that it was an incomprehensible
number of hours in various groups, committees and initiatives
that added up to 103 years of service. Lillian and Joseph have
also been awarded BCSEM’s Individual Service Award. Jo-
seph passed away on July 24™, 2025. This information came
from the SCS Sentinel, C & G Publishers.
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St. Clair Shores Celebrates

é% Diamond Anniversary

On January 17", the city of St. Clair Shores host-
T ed its Diamond Jubilee Gala, celebrating the 75 years
WHG AN of its existence. The city can trace its beginnings back
to the 1920s, according to Jerry Sielagoski, the chair of
the St. Clair Shores Historical Commission, at that time subdivisions were plotted and
summer cottages were being replaced by permanent homes. The city was officially in-
stated in 1951, but long before that, people were drawn to the area for the lake views
and its resort feel. The Diamond Jubilee brought together people from all over the city
and different parts of the state to celebrate its history.
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